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U R Se als recommended to his ſcipl 
of 'an earneſt addreſs to his heaven 


* 


nd, knock and it ' ſhall, be opened unto Jou', proceeds i in the text - 


to tell them what is to'be the ſubject of this addreſs, name- 
ly, the Gift of the Holy Spirit; without whoſe aſſiſtance 
the f great work of redemption and the new diſpenſation 
the goſpel had been ſtill impe rfect: for our Saviour con 
fined his own ap pearance, and the miracles he wrought 
Judza only; and thou 3 whilſt he continued there, 
man ſpake as he ſpake*, never man did as he did, "yet ſtill 
hi s death and fefurfection, theſe words and theſe actions 
would ſcarce have beth efficacious enough to have'brought 
the gentile e world out of darkneſs into light. To effect thfs:t & 

TY NOONE 5 

* Luke xi. 9. John vii. 46. r 
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Father, Ae 4 it ſhall be given you, feek and ye fhall 


(8 ) 

operation of the Holy Spirit was neceſſary ; which was ; at 
firſt diſplayed in a more extraordinary and publick manner 
by the gift of tongues, and the power of working miracles 
conferred on the apoſtles and the firſt preachers of the goſ- 
pel; but ever ſince, in a more ordinary and ſecret way, by 
aſſiſting true believers in all ages to perform their duty, 
and to perfect holineſs in the fear of God. This ſpecies of 
operation of the Holy Spirit our Saviour recommends in 
the text, which, the more extraordinary gifts and pow- 
ers being ceaſed, is now emphatically called Grace; on the 
nature, meaning, and importance of which, it is my pre- 


ſent deſign to To 1 VVßů˙?ü 8 


Before the goſpel was revealed on earth, reaſon only was 
at hand to direct the ſteps of the greateſt part of mankind 
through the crooked paths of life: This indeed generally 
pointed out what was wrong, but was ſeldom able to with. 
ſtand the force of paſſions which too often thwarted its 
dictates. Much the greater part of the world did there- 
fore blindly ſubmit to the latter, whilſt thoſe that acknow- 
ledged and yielded to the commands of reaſon in many 
things, could not yet pay an univerſal obedience, but ſuffered 
themſelves often to be led away captives to more prevailing 
luſt and appetite. The ſubtile enemy to our ſalvation, that 
tempted our firſt parents to fall from innocence, perſevered 
in his hoſtile attempts. againſt their poſterity ; and by the 
time our Saviour came into the world had brought the 

greateſt part of it under ſubjection to himſelf. St. Paul in 
his epiſtles to the Ken C5 the ras and the Romans does 
: from 


4 Cor. vii. 1. 


1 


r 
5 « ES — 4 
2 "0 Ke 
Ts "oY \ 
9 


from his own knowledge deſcribe at' large 'the —— 
and depravity of principles and of morals with which theſe; 


the more civilized nations of the globe were then infected. 
In the language of the prophet, che whole bead was fick, and 


the whole. heart 19s. faint, from the ſole of the foot even unto the 
head, there was no ſoundneſs in it. Some of the Philoſo- 
phers in all thoſe nations did endeavour to ſtem this tor- 
rent of corruption: for this end, they magnified the pow 


ers of reaſon, they exalted the dignity of human nature, 


they expatiated on the praiſes and advantages of moral 

Virtue. And it is remarkable that the etymology. of this 
word Virtue, concerning which ſo many diſputes have been 
mailt. ſo many ae have been written, is derived in 
1 the Greek and Latin languages from the ſame ſource: 


in the former from Martial Proweſs*, in the latter from 


Manly Fortitude*. Hence it ſhould ſeem that the primary 
notion of moral Virtue. and the principal idea affixed to it, 
was ſtrength of mind to curb, to regulate, or ſubdue, as cir- 
cumſtances required, ſome. paſſion peculiar to human na- 
ture; to withſtand ſame temptation, to practiſe ſome ſelf. 
denial, to * as became a man, in the e lan- 
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* Tak i i. 5 5. gd 
APET H, virtus, fed j proprie v virtus Bella. Ex variis enim etymis 


kwyus vocis, ſequar illud quod ab Aęns eam deducit. Qua in re etymo 


Latinæ vocis VIR us juvari me poſſe exiſtimo. 515 enim a VIR deri- 
vari notum eſt. H. Stephan. in voce "Aged... 1 


fortirudo. Cic. Tuſc. Queſt; ü. x8, 


vn voluprate ſpernendi & — Vinros 4 maxime cm, ; 


| Id, de Leg. 1. 19. I, A tt n 


*Appallaracſte enim a VIRO, VIRTVS; virion gere . 


(4) 

coy of an old Philoſopher, 16 reverence ones ſel Fe. By. 
reaſoning on the power and goodneſs of the Creator of = 
univerſe fome of theſe Philoſophers did —— conclude, 
that he both could and did make man upright ;, but igno- 

rant as they were of the hiſtory of our firſt — fall from 
innocence, and of the diſorders introduced thereby into the 
moral world, they were of courſe ſtrangers to the hiſtory of 
the great Seducer of mankind, and to his continued efforts to 
ſubject the whole race unto himſelf, They therefore ſaw 
no external reaſon to conclude, but that the ſame original 
uprightneſs might ſtill continue, and that a proper exertion 
of the innate powers of the mind was ſufficient to over- 

come all the irregular attacks of paſſion and appetite. Long 
and fatal experience evinced the contrary, and brought ſome 
of the later Philoſophers to ſee and lament this degeneracy, J 
and to own that other helps were neceſſary to keep men 
Ready 1 in the paths of Virtue ; Virtue, whoſe proper, whoſe 
primary notion had been loſt in the multitude of new ideas 
affixed to it by ſubtile and refined wits ; who, ſplit into dif- 
ferent ſects and parties, diſputed ſo long about the meaning 
of the word, that the thing itſelf ſeemed wholly forgotten or 
neglected. Sufficient proof of this may be found in the 
writings of Cicero; we are not therefore ſurpriſed to find 

him led to this concluſion *: Nature (ſays he) has given us 


es = oo 


Pythagoras. | . 
Natura parvulos nobis dedit igniculos quos celeriter malis moribus, 
opinionibuſque depravatis fic reſtinguimus, ut nuſquam nature lu- 
men appareat. Sunt enim ingeniis noſtris ſemina innata virtutum : quæ 


ſi adoleſcere liceret, ipſa nos ad beatam vitam natura e ee 
Cic. Tuſc. Quæſt. iii. 1. Ws 


fome- ſmall ſparks of * which. yu bad — 1 b 
opinions. ave ſoon extinguiſh. He therefore aſſerts in another 
place that no man could be truly great withaut divine inſpira- 
tion. Even the ſtoic Seneca, as: much. inclined as he was by 
the principles of his ſet to magnify, the native powers of 
the human mind, and to make his Wiſeman equal to the 
He Deity ; in a more ſober and moderate turn of mind is diſ- 
4 poſed to own, that 4: divine ſpirit reſides within us, the SOPs 
ver and guardian of our actions. i This ſpirit will treat us, as 
he is treated by us — no man is good without the divine affiflance*. 
Hear and attend to this ye boaſting advocates of nature's 
I | light and power, ye deſpiſers and ridiculers of that divine 
grace, which, the great Author of our ſalvation aſſures us, 
| | ſhall be given to all that believe on him and ſincerely aſk 
it. How nearly do the words of the Philoſopher approach 
in their meaning to thoſe which our bleſſed Saviour has 
repeatedly made uſe of in his goſpel? Unto every one that 
bath ſhall- be given, and he ſhall have abundance, and brd him 
that bath not ſhall by taken away even that which be harh?.. ao 


But Rok hen ab may ſuggeſt that the Philoſophers 


| were not more Gs en the notions 1 Virtue than 
| | bebe << Chriſtians 


; Nemo d vir magni fine aid affary divino ee fuit. * 


Nat Deor. 1 iu: 66. I 
| Multofque præterea & noſtra civitas, & Grecia tulit Ghgulares vi- 


ros quorum neminem niſi j juvante Deo talem fuiſſe credendum eſt. Ibid. 


3 Sacer i intra nos ſpiritus ſedet, malorum bonorumque noſtrorum 
Obſervator & Cuſtos; hic prout a nobis tractatus eſt, ita 'nofipſos c 
0 tat: Bonus vir fine Deo nemo eſt. Senec. Epiſt, xli. 517 


3 Matt. xxv. 29. xiii. 12. 3 


Ge) 


Chriſtians are about the meaning and communications of 
Grace: ſo that if the Heathen had reaſon for exclaiming 
againſt virtue as an empty name, the Deiſt has no leſs rea · 


ſon to conſider grace as equally a creature of the imagina- 
tion. What diſputes, he may intimate, what ferments have 
been raiſed in the Chriſtian Church about its nature, extent, 
and effects? about univerſal, efficacious, ſufficient; prevent - 
ing, irreſiſtible grace? This is indeed true; but let it be ob- 
ſerved, that political intereſts interfered and increaſed. the 
ferment, which ſubfided much when Religion only was con- 
cerned. However, let us, as we have done with regard to Vir- 
tue, recur to the original meaning of the word Grece, and 
we ſhall there probably find a clue to lead us through all 
the mazes with which it hath been puzled and perplexed. 
Now the primary meaning of this word is Faveur or Bounty, 
and it is uſed in the New Teſtament to comprehend. all 
thoſe various inſtances of God's free and unmerited bounty 
to mankind which produced, attended and followed the ap- 
pearance of Chriſt in the fleſh. At that time the whole 
race of mankind was ſo corrupted in principle and practice, 
ſo very much enſlaved to fin and to Satan, that a veryextraor- 
dinary exertion of God's favour was neceflary to reſcue his 
creatures from that bondage, and to keep them for the fu- 
ture obedient to their Creator. The ſeveral modes of this 
exertion of the divine bounty are comprehended in the New 
Teſtament under the phraſe Grace of Gd. Theſe have been 
branched out into various particulars, perhaps, i into too ma- 
ny, which have more confounded than edified the ſober en- 

quirer and honeſt Chriſtian. They my all I * be re⸗ 
duced to four principal heads. 


Brutus. il en (3 1070 1 In 


ASD 
„ e ee ae ps eat a 


race had ſo corrupted all its ways, and tranigreſſed all the 


divine commands, that ſome atonement was neceſſary to ſa- 
tisfy the j Mrice of an offended Deity, and fo mate reconcilia- 


tian for iniguity . We are therefore told that Gd ſo h. 


ed the world that. he gave his only begotten ſon, that 2 
believeth, in him. not periſh. but have eternal life* 3 that 
Chriſt, hath put away fin bythe ſacrifice of himſelf, and muas once 
offered to bear the ſins of mam) ; and was the propitiation for the 
fins of the whole world*.... Tha was Ms fcſt and copiers} in- 
Te divine. Grace. vine | Ar $1955 
eee eee _ 
But in order 40. — . back to * ks of ob 
Creator, and to make them embrace the goſpel of Chriſt, it was 
| neteſſary to endue the firſt Miniſters and Preachers of the 
goſpel with extraordinary gifts and powers. Accordingly 
by the miniſt I of the Holy Spirit, the gift of tongues 
and the power of bee were conferred on the 
Apoſtles, and thoto t] er Preachers of the goſpel whoimme- 
diately ſucceeded them, by which they were enabled to convert 
the greater part of the civilized world to nity z and 


this, was a ſecond inſtance of the divine favour and bounty. 


2 34 12 1 


provided for the 


reconciliation; and by the extraordinary 


gifts and powers of the Holy Ghoſt for the converſion. of 


the world unto himſ 
b aid to keep gener: t un. 
| - The 


ar rt ge rd 


* Dan. ix, 24. he. 16. 


eee the! acrifice of his Son 


F1 


' Heb, ix. ac, 8 k e. Pu 


ws N)2—U7kꝛ—— — ͥᷓ—A—̃—ꝛ— —— 


this may be reckoned as a third in 


8 keep men upright, our benevolent Creator has pro 


: y and devoutly aſk it, even to tlie end of the wo oy) 


ticularly and "emphatically (called Gr 


The idtives: to praiſe this auty had by long tende 
been found infiiflicient : : Intereſt, Honour, Fame, the intrin- 
ſiek beauty of Virtue were all too weak to reſiſt the aſſaults 
-of Paſſion*and the temptations of Satan; T0 counterbal- 
lance theſe aſſaults and temptations ete rnal life Was p prom miſ- 
ed through Jefus Chriſt: «He aboliſhed death, and ' brought 
life and immortulity to light through the goſpel *. "Among the 
Heathens the glimmerings of a futur: life were faint, and 
thoſe faint glimmerings con ned to a few; and theref 
could never operate as the general principle of virtue. Th. 
glorious proſpect of futurity which the wiſeſt among the 


heathens could 2 gueſs at, or look forward to with doubt 
and diffidence,” is placed in full view before the meine! 


Chriſtian; propoſed to him as the mark of his high calling 
to which he may preſs forwarc in ſure hopes of ſucceſs, if 
he does not turn aſide into the paths of vice. Te g . of 


© God is eternal life through Jeſur Chrift* „ ſays the Apoſtle. And 


in! nee of God's free Doun- 
TP ene of * Grace to mankinc. ln 12 
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But as this Be Soak not be dare caficicit/t to 
i | 18 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit to all true believers, that ſincere- 
d. This 

is the fourth ſpecial favour of God to mankind, in n 
quence of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, en more par- 
. It is that ald of 

the Holy Spirit which our Saviour ee Null be Bub ee to 
6 that ask it. To be more particular, it is that divine 
aſſiſtance 


1 2 ian FOI 10 - # Rom. vi. 23. 


( 9 
aßitance given to believers, who devoutly: prey far 10 in all 


ages, which co- operates with their on endeavours to tlie 
ſubduing the temptations of the world, the fleſh and the 
8 and brings forth good fruit, that is, every moral Vir- 
e. The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodneſs and righteouſneſs 
ans truth. Such is the account given us in the New Teſta- 
ment of that which is now more Particularly underſtood by. 
the word Grace; and what is there in this account contra- 
dictory to reaſon? what is there that favours of enn 


or enthuſiaſm ? 


In the firſt wind; it Is Aid" to be given to bolivrety "Te, - 
Chriſt; and therefore ſuch as ſhut their eyes againſt the 
truth of the Goſpel have no right to expect this aid; conſe- 
quently their beſt actions, if weighed in the ſtrict balfance 
of merit, will generally in a greater or a leſs degree be found 
wanting: they muſt take their rife from private intereſt, 
from a deſire of fame, from fear of civil puniſniment; but 
as none of theſe motives will, conſtantly prompt to good 
actions, nor deter from bad ones, it therefore follows that 
ſuch a man's conduct can never be uniformly virtuous, and 
that even his * actions will fall ſhort of enen 5 99 


"nw lars belief i in Chriſt 151 "oy a Kaſficient title to this 
1 3 believers muſt devoutly and earneſtly aſk it, and 
then it will be given them in all ages. Hereby it is diftin-- 
guiſhed from thoſe extraordinary gifts and powers which 
were conferred on the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel without 
their ſolicitation; and which were withdrawn again within 
a certain limited time. 1 
Epheſ. v. 9. | N „ „ 3046-8 tay 


1 | 
In the third place the Spirit is ſaid to co-operate with and 
aſſiſt our own endeavours to do every good work, not to 
ſuperſede them. Thus on the one hand it keeps clear of 
all fudden ;mpulics; illuminations and converſions which 
ſome Enthuſiaſts boaſt of being favoured with; on the other 
hand it does not encroach on Free-will, that noble prero- 
gative given by God to Man; and this the ſcriptures take 
abundant care to point out; they are full of exhortations ; 
perſuaſions, reproofs, expoſtulations and encouragements, 
all which would be vain and idle if there were no free pow- 
ers to which they were addreſt. We are bid to grow in 
grace; to work out our o fabvation*; the Spirit is ſaid to lead 
us into all truth* and the very word grace implies ſomething 
very different from the irreſiſtible power of God, with 
which ſome miſtaken Zealots have taken pains to confound. it, 


But as this divine influence on our minds hath ſuffered 


on the one hand by the extravagant heights to which it has 


been carried by Enthuſiaſts, ſo on the other hand it has 
been ridiculed as an imaginary phantom by unbelievers, who 
want to know the mode of its operations, and how it is to 
be diſtinguiſhed from the ſuggeſtions of our own wills. In 
anſwer to which let it be obſerved, that the wiſeſt heathens 
have acknowledged the poſſibility and the credibility of a 


divine influence on the mind; that it carries in it no contra- 


diction to reaſon; that though we ſhould not be able to ex- 
plain the mode of its operation, yet we cannot from thence 
argue againſt its exiſtence: we know not how the ſoul ope- 
rates on the body, nor the will upon its members; or to uſe 
Ls s | "2000: | 
2 Pet. iii. 18, * Phil. ii. 12. John xvi. 13. 


6 | 2; 
our Saviour's own illuſtration, The wind bloweth where it lift= | 
erb, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it Ro” 
cometh and whither it goeth; ſo is every one that is born of the 
Jpirit*, In another place our Saviour tells us that the tree 
is known by its fruits, and theſe fruits of the Spirit are Jove, 
Joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, 
temperance *; By theſe fruits ſhall we aſſuredly know that 
we have the Holy Spirit within us; by theſe ſhall we be 
able to convince: gainſayers, and put to filence the i ignorance 
and objections 4 'foolt ib men. | 


From wht has been 2 1 ſhall « draw two or three | in- 
ferences and conclude, e 
Firſt. If 40 attend to the original meaning of the words 
Virtue and Grace, we ſhall no longer find any oppoſition 
between them. If we allow the primary ſignification of 
moral Virtue among the Heathens, to have been courage to 
bear up againſt the aſſaults of Luſt and Paſſion ; and to pre- 
ſerve to Reaſon the aſcendency originally given it by our Cre- 
ator; and if we interpret Chriſtian Grace to be the divine 
| favour and aſſiſtance co-operating with and ſupporting our 
Reaſon, which, the Scriptures aſſure us, is in conſequence of 
Chriſt's interceſſion with the Father communicated by means 
of the Holy Spirit to all true believers; then will all our 
various diſputes about the names and definitions of each be 
at an end; there will be no ton} ger any oppoſition between 
the favorers of Morality on the « one hand, and of Chriſtianity 
on 
John ii. 5. Lake vi. 4 Gil. v. 22, 1 Pet, l 18 
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3 Gan the Aale bath will be found to have the FR! end in 
uiews and eren the moderate infidel muſt be led to allow, 
that if the notion of divine aſſiſtance be a miſtake, it is at 


| nee ſuch a * — 


things. Thus convinced and thus prepared, their faith will 


of that office, by thoſe prayers, and thoſe interceſſions to the 


(n: ) 


leaſt an innocent and an uſeful one: why therefore ſhould 
he ſtrive to eradicate from his neighbour's boſom ſuch ' a 


Serondlly We may ſee by the account t. at; 1 reh of 1 
Chriſtian Grace how idle the claims of the Church of Rome, 
and how groundleſs the pretenſions of our Enthufiaſts are 
as to any extraordinary exertions of it at preſent, or to in- 
fallibility in conſequence thereof. Our Church lays claim 
to no ſupernatural powers of Tongues or Miracles, no ſud- 
den converſions, or illuminations, no abſolute freedom from 
error. It does not pretend that by the impoſition of the 
hands even of its higheſt Miniſters, thoſe who offer them- 
ſelves to the miniſtration of the goſpel of Chriſt are there- 
by, as it were, miraculouſly rendered righteous, godly, wiſe, „„ 
or learned; but it ſuppoſes that all ſuch having duly weigh. | 
ed the importance of the office they are about to undertake, / | 
come fully convinced of the truth of Chriſt's doctrine, and + 
firmly reſolved to adorn it by a good converſation in all 


be confirmed, their reſolutions-eſtabliſhed by the ſolemnity 


throne of grace, by which they are commiſſioned to feed the 
flock of Chriſt. And, we truſt, it will not be too preſump- 2 
tuous to hope, that he who has promiſed that he will be in 
the midſt even of two or three that are gathered together 
in his name to offer up ordinary petitions, will in a more eſ- 
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pecial manner be preſent, and in . 


vouchſafe the aid of his Holy Spirit to enlichtem the umder. 1 4 g | 


ſtandings, and to purify the affetions: of ſuch as, on; 


ſolemn occaſiong, are dedicated to his ſervict and miniſtrys ; + : 
the uſe, the neceſſity, of a double portion of, ſuclæ ſeeret aid * 
and influence to the Labourers in Chriſt's, vineyard will 
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warrant theſe hopes; and may we preſume yet further to 


add, that the numbers of great and: good. and learned men 
wha have adorned the; ſeveral tations, in this church ſince 


its ednet WA juſtify. ang confirm thers. 


Laſtly. If the, holy feripmars haves in hacks Abo of 
places, borne teſtimony: to our receiving help and aſſiſtance 


from God by, the indwelling, of his holy ſpirit in all the 
Soo actions we perform; 3 and if they have given us no 
bother teſt. of this aſſiſtance than the fruits which, with our 


own joint-endeavours, it is ſaid to produce; it behoves all 
ranks and orders of men that call themſelves Chriſtians, 


and profeſs to believe in Chriſt, to examine whether their 


5% own and converſations be productive of theſe fruits; which 
are ſaid by the apoſtle to be love, joy, peace, Jong-ſufferi ng, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance; in ſhort, 


every moral virtue improved, refined, and purified by Chrift- 


ian grace. If theſe fruits be not the conſequence of our 
belief in Chriſt, that belief will rather inhance our guilt, 


and increaſe our condemnation, St. James very properly _ 


urges this argument, Shew me thy faith without thy works, 


and I will ſhew thee my faith by my works*, If therefore in a 


country that boaſts ſelf of the eſtabliſhment of the pureſt 


7 reformed | 
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( $4 ) 
| reforms Church upon earth, we ſhould, inſtead of theſe 
7 of the Spirit, find Adultery, fornication, undleanneſi, baſe 
Civiouſneſ,” idolatry, withcraft, hatred, variance, emula 
© ns „trie, editions, herefies, envyings, murthers, Aale 
revelings and ſuch like*, we may be ſure that the Spirit-of 
God dwelleth not in the doers of ſuch things; and though 
they may own the Son of God with their lips, yet in their 
beurrs cbey are far from him, and in their works do -utterly 
deny bim. Such works are indeed the works of the Devil, 
and are a convincing proof of the ſtill prevailing power of | 
Satan, the ſpirit of Antichriſt working in the children of diſobe- 
dience: to their on deſtruction, which can-only be averted 
by a thorough reformation of life and manners: and if this 
be not ſpeedily effected, not only our civil conſtitution t may 
be overturned, but the #ingdom of God be talen from ws, won 
given t a nation that-will bring forth the fruit thereof *. wy A N 


u. v. 19. Titus i. 16. * Epheſ. i. 2. Mat. xi. 43. 
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THE END. 


